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HOUSE BI LL 2406

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Regal a and Buck

Read first tinme 01/12/2000. Referred to Conmmttee on Natural
Resour ces.

AN ACT Relating to salnon recovery projects and activities;
amendi ng RCW 75.46.010 and 75.46.170; and adding a new section to
chapter 75.46 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW75.46.010 and 1998 ¢ 246 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Adaptive managenent" neans reliance on scientific nmethods to
test the results of actions taken so that the nmanagenent and rel ated
policy can be changed pronptly and appropriately.

(2) "Critical pathways net hodol ogy" neans a project scheduling and
managenent process for exam ning i nteractions between habitat projects
and salnonid species, prioritizing habitat projects, and assuring
positive benefits from habitat projects.

(3) "Habitat project list" is the list of projects resulting from
the critical pathways nethodol ogy under RCW 75.46.070(2) that shal
recei ve consideration for funding by the sal non recovery fundi ng board.

Each project on the list nust have a witten agreenent from the
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| andowner on whose |land the project will be inplenented, and nust be
based on the limting factors analysis conducted in RCW75. 46. 070 when
conpl et ed.

(4) "Habitat projects” or "projects” include but are not limtedto
habitat restoration projects, habitat protection projects, habitat
projects that inprove water quality, habitat projects that protect
water quality, habitat-related mtigation projects, and habitat project
corrective maintenance and nonitoring activities. Projects that
include the use of side channels, off-stream rearing enhancenent,
i nprovenent in overw ntering habitat, or use of acclimation ponds shall
receive consideration for funding.

((4))) (5) "Habitat work schedul e" neans those projects fromthe
habitat project list that wll be inplemented during the current
fundi ng cycle. The schedule shall also include a list of the entities
and individuals inplenenting projects, the start date, duration,
estimated date of conpletion, estimted cost, and fundi ng sources for
t he projects.

((65))) (B6) "Limting factors" neans conditions that limt the
ability of habitat to fully sustain popul ations of sal non. ((Fhese

: . | T I . o ed
areas—+partan—corrdors—stream-channel s—and—wetlands—

£6))) (7) "Project sponsor” is a county, city, special district,
tribal governnent, state agency, a conbination of such governnents
t hrough interlocal or interagency agreenent((s—proevided—under—chapter
39-34-REW), a nonprofit organization, or one or nore private citizens.

((A)) (8) "Sal mon" includes all species of the famly Sal noni dae
whi ch are capable of self-sustaining, natural production except for
Atl antic sal non.

((68)Y)) (9) "Sal non recovery plan" neans a state plan devel oped in
response to a proposed or actual listing under the federal endangered
speci es act that addresses limting factors including, but not limted
to harvest, hatchery, hydropower, habitat, and other factors of
decl i ne.

((69Y)) (10) "Tribe" or "tribes" neans federally recogni zed I ndi an
tribes.

((£26)y)) (11) "WRIA'" neans a water resource inventory area
established in chapter 173-500 WAC as it existed on January 1, 1997.
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((H)) (12) "Omer" neans the person holding title to the | and or
t he person under contract with the owner to | ease or nmanage the | ega
owner’s property.

(13) "Board" neans the sal non recovery funding board created i n RCW
75.46. 150.

(14) "Listed stocks" means salnon and trout stocks that are listed
or proposed for listing as threatened or endangered under the federal

endangered species act, 16 U.S.C. Sec. 1531 et seaq.

(15) "SASSI" neans the sal non and st eel head stock inventory report
and appendi ces.

(16) "SSH AP' neans the sal nbn and steel head habitat i nventory and
assessnent proj ect.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 75.46 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Any sal non recovery activities funded by the board nust have as a
principle purpose the protection and restoration of salnonid

popul ati ons. Sal non recovery activities may be conducted by |oca
governnments, tribes, other public entities, and private entities.
Sal non recovery activities may include, but are not limted to:

Preparation of stream corridor guidelines; programmatic permtting;
preparation of geographic information system protocols; and the
devel opnent of baseline hydrological data in areas in which at | east
one fish species is |listed as endangered under the federal endangered
speci es act due to the lack of sufficient flows, and the devel opnent of
this baseline data is necessary for |ocal governnents and private
citizens to respond effectively to the listing.

Sec. 3. RCW75.46.170 and 1999 sp.s. ¢ 13 s 5 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The ((fsalwon—recovery—Funding}l)) board shall devel op
procedures and criteria for allocation of funds for salnon habitat
projects and salnon recovery activities on a state-wide basis to
address the highest priorities for salnon habitat protection and
restoration. To the extent practicable the board shall adopt an annual
al l ocation of funding. The allocation should address both protection
and restoration of habitat, and should recognize the varying needs in
each area of the state on an equitable basis. The board has the
discretion to partially fund, or to fund in phases, salnon habitat
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projects. The board may annual | y establi sh a maxi num anount of fundi ng
avai | abl e for any individual project, subject to available funding. No
projects required solely as a mtigation or a condition of permtting
are eligible for funding.

(2)(a) In evaluating, ranking, and awardi ng funds for projects and
activities the board shall give preference to projects that:

(1) Are based upon the limting factors analysis identified under
RCW 75. 46. 070;

(1i) Provide a greater benefit to salnon recovery based upon the
stock status information contained in the departnent of fish and
wldlife salnmnid stock inventory (SASSI), the salnon and steel head
habitat inventory and assessnent project (SSH AP), and any conparabl e
sci ence-based assessnent when avail abl e;

(ti1) WII benefit listed species and other fish species; and

(tv) WII preserve high quality sal nonid habitat.

(b) In evaluating, ranking, and awarding funds for projects and
activities the board shall also give consideration to projects that:

(1) Are the nost cost-effective;

(1i) Have the greatest matched or in-kind funding; and

(ti1) WII be inplenented by a sponsor with a successful record of
proj ect inplenentation.

(3) The board may reject, but not add, projects from a habitat
project list submtted by a lead entity for funding.

(4) For fiscal year 2000, the board may authorize the interagency
review team to evaluate, rank, and neke funding decisions for
categories of projects or activities or fromfunding sources provided
for categories of projects or activities. In delegating such authority
t he board shall consider the reviewteanis staff resources, procedures,
and technical capacity to neet the purposes and objectives of this
chapter. The board shall maintain general oversight of the teanms
exerci se of such authority.

(5) The board shall seek the guidance of the technical reviewteam
to ensure that scientific principles and information are incorporated
into the allocation standards and into proposed projects and
activities. If the technical review team determ nes that a habitat
project list conplies with the critical pathways nethodol ogy under RCW
75.46.070, it shall provide substantial weight to the list’s project
priorities when maki ng determ nati ons anong applications for fundi ng of
projects within the area covered by the |ist.
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(6) The board shall establish criteria for determ ning when bl ock
grants nay be nade to a lead entity or other recognized regiona
recovery entity consistent with one or nore habitat project lists
devel oped for that region. Were a lead entity has been established
pursuant to RCW 75.46. 060, the board may provide grants to the |ead
entity to assist in carrying out lead entity functions under this
chapter, subject to available funding. The board shall determ ne an
equi tabl e m ni mumanount of funds for each region, and shall distribute
the remai nder of funds on a conpetitive basis.

(7) The board may waive or nodify portions of the allocation
procedures and standards adopted under this section in the award of
grants or loans to conformto |egislative appropriations directing an
alternative award procedure or when the funds to be awarded are from
federal or other sources requiring other allocation procedures or
standards as a condition of the board s receipt of the funds. The
board shall devel op an integrated process to nmanage the all ocation of
funding fromfederal and state sources to mnimze delays in the award
of funding while recognizing the differences in state and | egislative
appropriation timng.

(8) The board shall establish a tine limt for the conpletion of
projects that are awarded funds under this section. The tinme limt
i nposed by the board for conpleting projects shall be at |east three
years but may not exceed five years from the tine the funds are
awar ded. The board shall establish criteria allow ng a project sponsor
to access funds that were awarded for a project, without requiring the
project sponsor to reapply to the board for these sanme funds in
subsequent funding cycles.

~-- END ---
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